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NSBRO Holds Annual Meeting 


All members of the NSBRO Board of Direc- 
tors attended the Annual Meeting on November 
16 held at the Continental Hotel in Washington, 
D. C. The totalattendance of 40 included rep- 
resentatives of the Consultative Council, distin- 
guished guests from the Selective Service Sys- 
tem, National Selective Service Appeal Board, 
Department of Justice and the Department of 
Defense, and other interested persons. 

A highlight of the meeting was a discussion 
after the luncheon with the representatives of 
governmentalagencies. Questions were raised 
concerning the administration of the laws re- 
lating to conscientious objectors. 


Guests attending the luncheon meeting were 
Colonel Daniel O. Omer, deputy director, 
Selective Service System; Judge Henry J. 
Gwiazda, member of the National Selective 
Service Appeal Board; Edwin J. Dentz, exec- 
utive secretary, National Selective Service Ap- 
peal Board; T. Oscar Smith, chief, Conscien- 
tious Objector Section, Office of Legal Counsel, 
Department of Justice; and ColonelC. H. Baden 
Jr., representing Rear Admiral Bernard A. 
Clarey of the Office of the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Manpower, Department of De- 
fense. 

(Continued on back page) 
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I-Ws Celebrate Christmas Around the World 


Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia 
Cornelius Musser, serving in the Brethren 
in Christ Mission in Bulawayo, writes: ‘In 
Central Africa there was no Christmas among 
the bantu (native people) before the coming of 
the white man about the turn of this past cen- 
tury. Therefore, much of Christmas here is 
a copy of American and European customs. 
"When a person here says ‘Merry Christ- 
mas' it means the person is asking for a gift. 
On Christmas morning the working men come 
to our door and say 'Merry Christmas' hoping 
we will give them a gift. A sixpence or a bit 
of candy will make them happy. Among the 
younger and more educated this is dying out. 
"For myself on Christmas Day I am looking 
forward to the gathering of all our mission- 
aries, There willbe the singing of carols, and 
maybe even a baseball game if itisn't too hot. "' 
Cornelius does construction work on school 
buildings. He said that more and more of the 
African people are striving for ahigher educa- 
tion and more schools are in demand. 


Tocoa, Honduras 

Samuel Lapp, under a Mennonite Mission 
Board, writes from Honduras: "'Christmas in 
Central America is celebrated for the same 
reason itis in the United States but with dif- 
ferent understanding of its message. 

"The people here in Honduras, in their lim- 
ited amount of Christian education, begin cel- 
ebrating on Christmas Day and continue on the 
two days after Christmas, which to them are 
the ‘days of thekings.' There is much feasting 
and drinking with pagan traditions. 

"Christmas Eve will find us caroling dressed 
in high boots and raincoats. The mud and water 
are pretty deep at this time since it is the peak 
ofthe rainy season. Our friends and neighbors 
will bring to us gifts of tomales, tortillas, or 
other Spanish foods, as an indication of their 
Christmas spirit. 

"ToeachI-W, Christmas in Honduras brings 
on new meaning while being away from family 
and friends. Our spirit is not slackened but 
intensified as we anew demonstrate the peace 


that Christ gives us as individuals in an un- 
peaceful world. "' 

Samuel works in gardening, crop experi- 
mentation, animal husbandry and other com- 
munity services. He says that the conditions 
in Honduras force them to adapt primitive meth- 
ods instead of modern equipment in carrying 
out each specific project. 


Rosthern, Saskatchewan 


Lester Rupp, serving under the Mennonite 
General Conference, writes from Canada: 
"Christmas here is observed much as it is in 
the United States, but there are differences. 

"Christmas Day isthe scene of folks attend- 
ing the morning church service. Dinner fol- 
lows with relatives and friends after which a 
long afternoon of visiting takes place. 

"The day after Christmas in Canadais called 
"Boxing Day,' when things are gathered to- 
gether and given to the poor," 

Lester works primarily as an orderly in an 
Invalid Home and a Crippled Children's Home. 


Kassel, Germany 

Dick Ernst, serving under the Brethren 
Service Commission in Kassel, writes: ''Be- 
fore long we will be celebrating Christmas. 
The German people emphasize the home and 
church at Christmas, while the emphasis in 
the States is buying and selling. 

"In most German homes a candle will be 
placed in a window on Christmas Day. This 
candle will be a living prayer for those who live 
in the ‘other half' of Germany, the half which 
does not know the lightof freedom. The candle 
may also represent a world divided, divided 
because we have not yetfound the means to put 
into practice the Christmas message." 

Dick works with the German YMCA in Kas- 
sel with major responsibility with the Interna- 
tional Christian Youth Exchange program. 
Dick says, ''The work is both interesting and 
rewarding and is one of the many which seeks 
to build the bridges of brotherhood and under- 
standing in a world which is plagued by a defi- 
ciency of both, "' 
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New Member Appointed to Presidential Appeal Board 


The President has appointed Judge Henry 
John Gwiazda of New Britain, Conn. to the 
Presidential Appeal Board. 

Judge Gwiazda is an Attorney at Law, has 
served as Judge of the City and Police Courts 
of New Britain and as Mayor of the City of 
New Britain. His most recent position was 
Judge of Probate of the Berlin District in New 
Britain. 

Judge Gwiazda took the oath of office before 
Colonel Daniel O. Omer, deputy director, Se- 
lective Service System, on October 18. 


Church of God Reaffirms Position 
Opposing Participation in War 


At the Anriuval National Campmeeting in July 
at Neosho, Mo., the ministers of the Church 
of God reaffirmed their Church's position in 
regard to participation in war, and adopted the 
following resolution: 

"Whereas: The Holy Scriptures teach us 
that our first duty is to God, namely, 'Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, ' and the second is 
like unto this, 'Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself.' Furthermore, Jesus taught His fol- 
lowers to love their enemies, do good to them 
that hate youand pray for them which despite- 
fully use you and persecute you that you may 
be the children of your Father which isin heav- 
en. (Matt. 5:39, 44-48). 

"And Whereas: There are many other Scrip- 
tures such as John 18:36; Matt. 26:52; Rom. 
12:14, 17, 19-21; Luke 6:31, which definitely 
forbid us to take up arms to fight or defend 
ourselves; and whereas, because of the teach- 
ing of such Scriptures we are conscientiously 
opposed to accepting non-combatant service in 
warfare or toworkin any factory or plant which 
is directly engaged in producing instruments 
and/or munitions for the destruction of human 
life and happiness. 

"And Whereas: We are conscientiously op- 
posed to participation in war in any form at 
any time, whether civil, political, or religious. 

"And Whereas: We are conscientiously op- 
posed to the purchase of defense or war bonds 
and stamps for the prosecution of war. 

"And Whereas: We arecitizens of the Unit- 
ed States of America, in all things willing to 
live honestly, believing that our Government 
is ordained of God and praying for our Pres- 
ident and for all that are in authority, that we 
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may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all god- 
liness. 

"Now, Therefore Be It Resolved: That the 
above statement be adoptedas a uniform teach- 
ing and practice of the Church of God. "' 


Two COs Star in Film 


Lew Ayres, conscientious objector in World 
War I, and Don Murray, conscientious objec- 
tor in I-W work 1953-55, portray the roles of 
Vice-President of the United States and Sena- 
tor from Utah, respectively, in a movie ver- 
sion of the political novel "Advise and Con- 
sent. '' The movie is to be released soon. 

Ayres is returning to movies after an ab- 
sence of eight years. "I'm very enthusiastic 
about this picture, '' he said, "it's a fine story. 

.'' Discussing movie production, he said, 
"There seems to be a general tendency for 
more and more violence. . . . Some members 
of the movie industry don't have enough social 
conscience. "' 

Murray has appearedin a number of motion 
picturesin recentyears, including ''The Hood- 
lum Priest" of which he was star and co-pro- 
ducer. He made this comment in regard to 
being castin films, "It has paved the way for 
making my convictions known, since a star can 
attract the attention of many persons to the 
things in which he is interested. "' 

When Lew Ayres isnot appearing as an ac- 
tor, he spends much of his time working for 
the Conference of Universal Reasonand Ethics, 
a Group dedicated to organizing religious lead- 
ers to help mold public opinion. Don Murray 
is one of the founders of the project called 
HELP, the Homeless European Land Program, 
a project which resettles refugees from refugee 
camps in Italy to farms and small industries 
in Simaxis, Sardinia. 











News Briefs 


A debate, ''Resolved that the I-W program 
as carried onin Denveris arelevant testimony 
in a nuclear age,'' was held on October 17 in 
Denver. The Mennonite I-W unit there con- 
sidered this timely question in debate form at 
its quarterly meeting. 


* * * 


A UPI release on October 21 reported that 
police in Rome banned a preview of a contro- 
versial pacifist film ''Thou Shalt Not Kill" 
which tells the story of a conscientious objec- 
tor. The guests protested the police action 
and mingled outside the movie house, blocking 
traffic for 15 minutes in the busy street of the 
Four Fountains. The banwas based ona "legal 
technicality. "' 


December Draft Call 


The Defense Department announced that 345 
additional physicians will be drafted for the 
Army. 

The callup is the third draft call for physi- 
cians this year. Last month 495 dectors were 
requested. In June, the number was 185, 
Prior to that, no physicians had been drafted 
since 1957. 

The Army announced that it will require 
16,000 menin December, the smallest number 
since the President ordered the armed forces 
built up. 

The December draft compares with 20, 000 
for November, 20,000 in October and 25,000 
in September. 

Pentagon officials said it was possible to 


lower the draft call because of the rate of en- 
listments and re-enlistments. 


ANNUAL MEETING (Cont'd.) 


This is the first time representatives of all 
these governmental agencies have met with the 
Board of Directors and representatives of or- 
ganizations connected withNSBRO. One reason 
for this meeting was interest in the work that 
the Department of Defense is doing in preparing 
a regular procedure for the separation of per- 
sons in the armed services who become con- 
scientious objectors. 

Members of the Board of Directors are: 
Chairman W. Harold Row, executive secretary 
of Brethren Service Commission, Elgin, IIl. ; 
Vice-chairman William T. Snyder, executive 
secretary of Mennonite Central Committee, 
Akron, Pa. ; Recording Secretary Herman Will 
Jr., associate secretary of Methodist Board 
of Christian Social Concerns, Washington; 
Treasurer Girven H. Culley, Philadelphia, 
Pa. ;E. J. Clelland, chairman of Christ's Sanc- 
tified Holy Church, Columbia, S.C. ; Glenn A. 
Reece, executive secretary of Five Years 
Meeting of Friends, Richmond, Ind. ; and Alfred 
B. Starratt, Rector of Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church, Baltimore, Md. 

Other organizations represented at the An- 
nual Meeting included the American Friends 
Service Committee, Philadelphia, Pa. ; Dunk- 
ard Brethren, Vienna, Va. ; Episcopal Pacifist 
Fellowship, Baltimore, Md.; Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, Nyack, N. Y. ; German Baptist 
Brethren, Waynesboro, Pa.; Metropolitan 
Board for Conscientious Objectors, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. ;and Seventh Day Adventist War Service, 
Washington, D.C. 
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